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IT’S TIME FOR A NEW PEOPLE’S BANK
Day after day we hear stories about the predatory behaviour of the big four banks in Australia.  Day after day we see the Federal government impotent in the face of the private banks indefensible behaviour.  At the beginning of the 21st century it is time Australians turned the clock back and learnt how ordinary people, nearly a century ago, forced the Australian Federal government to establish the first people’s bank, the Commonwealth National Bank.

The establishment of the Commonwealth Bank by Federal legislation, at the beginning of the 20th century, provided security for small investors, allowed workers to take out loans at reasonable interest rates and created real competition between the private banks.  Since the Commonwealth Bank was sold for thirty pieces of silver by the Hawke/Keating Labor government in the 1980’s, the big four banks have been free to maximise profits at the expense of everyone except themselves and their shareholders.  The current financial crisis has highlighted the urgent need to re-establish a new people’s bank to regulate the predatory and indefensible behaviour of the four privately owned banks who, between them, have cornered nearly 95% of the financial marketplace.

The momentum to create a new people’s bank will only occur if Australians demand governments begin to act in their interests, not act as the cheer squad for that small section of society that currently owns the means of production, distribution and exchange.  Nothing happens politically without public pressure.  We encourage you to take up this issue as a matter of urgency and become involved in the campaign we will be spearheading over the next twelve months, to break the back of the banking cartels by applying political pressure on Federal politicians and the Federal government, to establish a new people’s bank.  This time we won't be making the mistake Australians made a century ago when the first people’s bank was established.  We will be demanding the ownership of the new people’s bank is enshrined in the Australian constitution so next time the government of the day tries to sell the people’s bank, it will have to ask the people in a referendum if they want to sell their bank.
JOIN US - RALLY
Outside STATE LIBRARY (corner Swanston & La Trobe St Melbourne)

11:30am – 1:00pm 
	  Wednesday
	12th May  

	  Wednesday
	2nd  June  

	  Wednesday
	7th  July  

	  Wednesday
	4th  August  

	  Wednesday
	1st  September  

	  Wednesday
	6th  October  

	  Wednesday
	3rd  November  


JOIN US
11:30am – 12:30pm EVERY WEDNESDAY outside

the Head Offices of Australia’s Major Banks in Melbourne

	24th March
	COMMONWEALTH
	21 Swanston St, Melbourne

	31st March
	NATIONAL
	71 Collins St, Melbourne

	7th   April
	WESTPAC
	Corner Collins & Swanston St, Melbourne

	14th April
	ANZ Bourke St Mall
	309-325 Bourke St, Melbourne

	21st April 
	BENDIGO BANK
	Ground Floor 120 Harbour Esp, Docklands

	28th April
	COMMONWEALTH
	150 Lonsdale St, Melbourne

	5th   May
	NATIONAL
	800 Bourke St, Melbourne


WHAT CAN YOU DO TO EMBARRASS 

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INTO ESTABLISHING A NEW PEOPLE’S BANK?

· Sign the Petitions to establish a New People’s Bank
· Download the petition to establish a New People’s bank from www.wednesdayactiongroup.com 

Get your friends and neighbours to sign the petition and post it to:

It’s Time for a New People’s Bank, PO Box 5035 Alphington, 3078, Melbourne.
· Place the petition on your website and encourage people to download them, get their friends to sign it and post it to:  It’s Time for a New People’s Bank, PO Box 5035 Alphington, 3078, Melbourne.

· Organise A Vigil Outside Your Federal Parliamentarian’s Office

· Organise A Demonstration Outside Your Federal Parliamentarian’s Office

· Write To The Prime Minister Mr. Rudd: The Hon Kevin Rudd MP, Prime Minister, Parliament House, CANBERRA ACT 2600 (Send A Copy Of Your Letter To Your Local Newspaper)

· Email Prime Minister Mr. Rudd - http://www.pm.gov.au/contact/index.cfm  asking him to establish a New People’s Bank

· Form A ‘It’s Time for a New People’s Bank’ Branch In Your Local Area

· Organise A Face To Face Meeting With Your Local Federal Parliamentarian To Discuss The Question Of establishing a New People’s Bank

· Call talkback radio and demand the government establish a New People’s Bank

· Write to PO Box 5035, Alphington 3078 for copies of the It’s Time for a New People’s Bank Petition which you can get your families and friends to sign

EXERCISE YOUR RIGHTS AS AN AUSTRALIAN CITIZEN AND DEMAND THAT EVERY EFFORT BE MADE TO ESTABLISH A NEW PEOPLE’S BANK
Dr. Joseph TOSCANO / Convenor It’s Time for a New People’s Bank
Steering Committee: Bobbie Burns, Kenneth Carter, John Collins, Mick Doran, Sime Juric, Margaret MacDonald, Ruth Martin, Beth Matthews, John Murray, Bill Pickering, Jude Pierce, Peter Riley, Rick Simpson, Vasil Tilev, John Zabane

WHY? 
The Wednesday Action Group was established in 1999 to take issues that directly affect us as individuals, communities and the nation, directly to the people on the streets.  The group is a coalition of concerned reformers, radicals and conservatives who believe the current social, cultural, political and economic needs of the people of this country cannot be met by the economic, legal and political institutions that currently dominate life in Australia.   

E: people@wednesdayactiongroup.com       A: P.O. Box 5035, Alphington 3078       M: 0439 395 489
W: www.wednesdayactiongroup.com
Useful Links:    www.anarchistmedia.org     www.rulebythepeople.org     www.seditioncharter.org    
www.tunnerminnerwaitandmaulboyheennercommemorationcommittee.com 






